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For more information about the AAS Department, go to: 
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African American Studies, launched in the Fall of 2016
is growing! This interdisciplinary major consists of 5

core requirements and 5 elective courses.
 Remember, if you double-major, you may cross count
up to 3 courses so the AAS major can work very well
as a second major. The skills taught in this major lend

themselves to a wide range of careers and for
graduate programs in many disciplines. This major

provides students with the cultural competency
needed to flourish in an increasingly diverse workforce

and is designed to accommodate minors, second
majors, and international study. For a full list of

approved courses and to declare the major, please
stop in the department office, SSB 317.  
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spring 2019 Schedule

AAS 170: African American History of Gospel 
Music in the Black Church

AAS 180 / HIS 180 : African American 
History 1865 — Present 

AAS 235-01 : African American Film   

AAS 240 / MUS 245 : History of Jazz 

AAS 252/WGS 252 : Gender and Cultural 
Production

AAS 282 /His 190 :  US Race Relations

AAS 353 / CRI 352 :  Advanced Criminology -  
Race and Crime 

AAS 378/LIT 378 : African American Literature 
1920-80  

AAS 376/WGS 361 : African american women's 
history 

AAS 321/JPW 321 :  RACE, Gender, & The News

M/TH 9:30 - 10:50

M/TH 3:30 - 4:50

M/TH 12:30 - 1:50 & M/TH 2:00 - 3:20

T/FR 9:30 - 10:50

T/FR 9:30 - 10:50

T/FR 11:00 - 12:20

T/FR 2:00 - 3:20 & T/FR 3:30 - 4:50

T/FR 11:00 - 12:20

Thursday 5:30-8:20

TUESDAY 5:30 - 9:20 Thursday 5:30-8:20

M. Audain

 L.A Francis

P. Kendrix-Williams

G. Feinberg

C. Fisher

K. Pearson

Z. Adair

Z. Adair

T. McCrary

M. Cannito-Coville



 

Knowledgeable of the strengths and weaknesses of the theoretical models related to 

African Diaspora  courses, scholarship, and issues. 

 

Able to articulate an enhanced awareness of the socioeconomic and political 

implications and consequences of a multiracial world. 

 

Able to explain global constructions of race. 

 

ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE understanding of the diversity of African and its Diaspora’s 

voices. 

 

Able to identify women and men central to the history, religious practices, literary 

traditions, artistic production, intellectual movements, institutional developments, 

and study of people of African  descent.  

Students graduating with an African American Studies major or minor will 

embody the following learning objectives:

Graduates will be...



Dr. Cannito-Coville's teaching and research interests examine the school to prison Pipeline, prison 
industrial complex, youth violence, and anti-gang policing. Dr. Cannito-Coville is currently at work on 

a book manuscript based on her dissertation "Targeted: Young black men, schools & the 
consequences of anti-gang policing." Prior to her graduate studies, she was a Fulbright Scholar in the 
Department of Languages at the Universidad de Medellín in Colombia. She brings a wealth of teaching 

and leadership experience at the secondary and post-secondary levels. Dr. Cannito-Coville enjoys 
exploring new places with her husband, Charlie, and sons, Ian and Isaiah. 

In spring 2019, she will teach Race and Crime (CRI 352) and a Seminar in 
Qualitative Methods (CRI 370).

Dr. Mary Cannito-Coville
WELCOME

Assistant  Professor of african american studies and 
Criminology.  She received her 
PhD in Cultural Foundations of Education from 
 Syracuse University.

African American Studies Major Requirements: 

5 Core course requirements 

AAS 179: African American History to 1865 

1 Course Unit (crosslisted with HIS 179) 

AAS 180: African American History Since 1865 

1 Course Unit (crosslisted with HIS 180) 

AAS 378: African American Literature 1920-1980 

1 Course Unit (crosslisted with LIT 378) 

Co-requisite in Methods/Statistics (choose from approved list upon advisement) 

AAS 495: Senior Capstone-Independent Research 

 

 

Electives: 5 Course Units from AAS courses (or crosslisted sections); 

1 course must be on Africa and one course must be in the Social Sciences. 

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS



AAS180/HIS 180 :  African american history 1865 - Present
An examination of the history of African Americans from the end of slavery in the United States to 
the civil rights revolution of 1950s and 1960s.  The course is designed to explore the history of 
African Americans since the Reconstruction and their contributions to the civil rights revolution 
of the present era. 

AAS 240/MUS 245: History of Jazz 

AAS 170: AFrican american history of gospel music in the 
black church 

This course provides a historical perspective on race and ethnicity in the United States through 
the art form of African American Gospel Music and biblical content to prove the connection of 
this music with the religious aspect closely aligned with the songs.   A historical approach to 
this topic begins with the understanding of the origins of this music. The rhythms, the stories, 
and key historical periods associated with this music will be explored to expand on the topic of 
race and ethnicity to move toward an understanding of how this music developed and how it has 
evolved and continues even to present day. 

AAS 235 African american film
A survey of the images of African Americans as presented in American film. Emphasizes the 
viewing of a selected number of works which depict various types of movie-myth African 
Americans. 

 
An introduction to jazz music through an examination of its content, history and cultural legacy. 
The course begins with the emergence of jazz out of early African-American musical forms, and 
considers the profound connection between the African-American experience and the development 
of jazz. It is an examination of how jazz evolved through artistic and technological innovations as 
well as through cultural, commercial and political forces. The course engages students in critical 
listening and research-based writing skills.



AAS 282 /His 190 :  US Race Relations
History of race relations in the United States, placing the concept of race within the     
context of America's economic, cultural, social, and political development. The course treats 
the concept of race as an open-ended question and traces it across class, ethnic, geographic, 
and temporal boundaries in the U.S.  

AAS 353 / CRI 352 :  Advanced Criminology - 
Race and Crime  

This course is a critical examination of the linkage between race and crime in America. 
 The course will focus on four major areas: race and the law, race and criminological 
theory, race and violent crime, and myths and facts about race and crime.  Through 
critical examination of readings and official statistics, students will come to 
understand the complexity of the relationship between race and crime within the 
American Criminal Justice System and broader social context.

Through interactive discussion, case study analysis, ongoing research, and "old-fashioned 
reporting," this class explores the role and influence of the news media as it covers stories related 
to race, gender, and religion 

AAS 321/ JPW 321: RACE, GENDER,& THE NEWS

AAS 252/ WGS 252: Gender and cultural production 
This course provides an overview of the various performance genre made popular in the late 
nineteenth-early twentieth century by African Americans. The course will make explicit 
connections between black diasporic cultural production and intellectualism during the 
period known as the Harlem Renaissance. 



A study of literature in the African American tradition, focusing on the realist and     naturalist 
writings of this period, as well as the prose, poetry, essays and speeches of the Harlem 
Renaissance and Black Arts Movement.  We will interrogate how the social matrices of 
competing definitions of black identity are reflected in and through writing produced by African 
Americans, while we trouble notions of authenticity,    representation, and essentialism. The 
course will also explore the canon of African American Literature, its literary traditions, and 
the intersections with and diversions from the canon of  American Letters.  

AAS 378/ LIT 378 : African American Literature 1920—1980  

A study of the experience of African American women in the United States, from both historical and 
contemporary perspectives.  Through a survey of critical time periods, key social institutions, and 
crystallizing experiences, the course will explicate the role of African American women in shaping 
present American society.  Readings, lectures, discussions, recordings, and movies will be used to 
present a comprehensive and cohesive understanding of African American women. 

AAS 376/ WGS 361 : African american women's history 

Urban, or Elementary, or Early 
Childhood 

Education with African American 
Studies

CHECK IT 

OUT

TCNJ’s dual major affords pre-service teachers the opportunity to seek 
certification in Urban, or Elementary, or Early Childhood Education with 

African American History.  Dual majors will have the content training to also 
seek certification in English, thus satisfying New Jersey State requirements for 

certification as both a generalist and within at least one content area.  

CHECK IT OUT

For More Information: 
 Contact Dr. James Beyers (beyers@tcnj.edu



AAS LIBERAL LEARNING ATTRIBUTES


